PSALM 19
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The heavens are telling the glory of God,

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,

and night to night declares knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words;

their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all the earth

and their words to the end of the world.

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,

which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.

Its rising is from the end of the heavens

and its circuit to the end of them,

and nothing is hid from its heat.

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple;

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes;

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover, by them is your servant warned;

in keeping them there is great reward.

But who can detect one’s own errors?

Clear me from hidden faults.

Keep back your servant also from the insolent;

do not let them have dominion over me.

Then | shall be blameless

and innocent of great transgression.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

EPISTLE READING - Philippians 3: 4b-14

ANTHEM

With the voice of singing — Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

GOSPEL READING — Matthew 21: 33-46

after the reading:

For the Word of God in Scripture;
for the Word of God among us;
for the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 488 — Teach us, O loving heart of Christ (tune: Martyrdom - 32)
SERMON
MUSIC FOR CONTEMPLATION

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried:

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF OFFERING

(you are invited to remain standing)

Grateful for your generous providing, O Lord,
we present these our offerings.
With these gifts we renew our vocation:

to speak and to act so God’s gospel is known,

to live and to work so God’s justice is done,

to love and to serve so God’s world is blessed.
By your Spirit strengthen us in our calling, we pray.
Amen.

The choir then sings:
Through our lives and by our prayers, your Kingdom come



PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name:
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on edrth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

INTIMATIONS
HYMN 153 — Great is thy faithfulness
BENEDICTION AND SUNG AMEN (CH4 820)

RECESSIONAL

Psalm XIX (The heavens declare the glory of God)
- Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739), arr. Kelly Dobbs Mickus

* * *

You are invited to stay for coffee and tea served in the side aisle after the service!

If you are able to contribute to our offering today, you can do so in these ways: the
large plate at the door as you arrive or leave; on the card machines near the door;
with a standing order from your bank to ours. If you are a taxpayer, we would be
glad for you to sign a gift aid declaration which gives us an additional 25% on your
offering at no extra cost to you. There is no pressure to give, only an invitation to be
part of the work, worship, and mission of our church as you are able. We are
grateful for all you bring to the community and life of this special place.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Trumpet Voluntary - William Goodwin (18th century)
Andante Semplice - Ernest Tomlinson (1924-2015)

INTROIT

Teach me, O Lord — Thomas Attwood (1765-1838)

BIDDING PRAYER

WELCOME

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 198 — Let us build a house where love can dwell

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION

During which we sing:
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Choir: Lord have mer — cy
Congregation: Lord have mer — cy

BAPTISM — Elizabeth Stewart

During which we sing:
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Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer— c?
Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer — cy

The Lord bless you and keep you —796
| have called you by your name — see baptismal sheet

OLD TESTAMENT READING — Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20



