
REFUGEES COFFEE AFTERNOONS 
 
As you will be aware, the former student accommodation at Don Street has been 
repurposed to accommodate over 100 Asylum seekers who moved in before 
Christmas. In partnership with other churches, we have been looking at ways to 
welcome these strangers in our midst and to help them feel part of our community 
for as long as they are with us.  
As part of that effort, we will be holding tea and coffee sessions in the Dunbar 
Street Hall on Tuesday afternoons from 2pm. We are looking for volunteers to 
help with this. If this interests you and you can offer a couple of hours on a 
Tuesday afternoon, say once a month or thereby, please speak to Alan Grant or 
Shona Buxton for more details. 

 
CHRISTIAN AID PRAYERS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

 
Every 24th day of the month Christian Aid meet online at 7-8pm to pray for 
peace in the Middle East. Supported by partners and friends of Christian Aid, this 
hour once a month pledges solidarity towards peace in this territory marred by 
conflict. If you would like to join the monthly prayer meeting, please sign up on the 
Christian Aid Scotland website. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/prayers-for-peace 

 
PRAYERS FOR PEACE 

 
We continue to meet for 20 minutes of collective silent prayer in the Mitchel 

Chapel every Friday at 12 noon. In these times of conflict and anxiety across the 
world, we are reminded peace lives within us and is for sharing with all. 

 
ST STEPHENS PARISH CHURCH HALL 

Powis Place, Aberdeen AB25 3TS 
 

Mondays - new dance class for 55+, 10.30-11.30 - £20.00 per month 

Tuesdays – Chair Pilates (with props) - 11.00-12.00 - £6.00/class payable monthly  

Wednesdays- Chatterbox - drop in cafe 10am-12noon 

 

 
 

 
OLDMACHAR 

 

Fridays - Community Cafe 10am-12noon.  Adults £4.00 Children £2.00 which includes 

unlimited tea, coffee and snacks. 

1st Saturday of every month - Ladies breakfast 9-10.30am - a relaxed friendly breakfast 

with a guest speaker chatting for a short while. 

 

 

 

St Machar’s Cathedral 
Sunday 13th September 2026 

SERVICES 

Sunday 20th September 2026   11am - Morning Worship with Rev Sarah Brown 

             6pm - Evening Worship with Rev Mark Rodgers 
 

Sunday 27th September 2026   11am - Morning Worship with Rev Michael Mair &   
guest preacher Prof Paul Nimmo 

             6pm - Evening Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
 

Sunday 4th October 2026         11am - Morning Worship with Rev Sarah Brown 

            6pm - Evening Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
 

             

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Office (Mon–Fri 9:30am–1pm): 01224 485988 – office@stmachar.com 

Minister: Rev Sarah Brown – sarah.brown@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Associate Minister: Rev Michael Mair – mmair@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk:  sessionclerk@stmachar.com 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 

All are welcome at our services every week, but if you are feeling a nudge from 
God about having a more committed relationship with God and becoming more 
connected to the church community, you might wish to discern this call more deeply. 
We invite anyone who wants to think more about joining the church in response to 
a call from God to come along to our new members classes on Thursday 1st, 8th, 
and 15th October. We will explore your sense of faith and how that fits in your 
life; the pattern of our worship and what the apostles' creed means as an 
understanding of our Christian faith; and the presbyterian governance of the 
Church of Scotland. Together Sarah and Michael will journey with you in your 
discernment. There is no fixed end outcome. You may wish to be baptised or make 
an adult profession of faith and join the church as a member, or you may decide 
that now is not the right time for further commitment. Anyone who is already a full 
communicant member of the church can also come, if now feels like a good time 
for a refreshed commitment. 
Please email Katelyn at office@stmachar.com to let us know of your interest. 
Location of classes will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 
STUDENT WELCOME 

 

As it is the beginning of the academic year, the Cathedral is hosting two student 
events. It would be wonderful to have some friendly faces to chat to them. Please 
let Rev Michael Mair or Katherine Williams education@stmachar.com know if you 
can help with this. 
Sept 17th Pizza in the Porch 3.00-5.00pm and Oct 1st Jazz and Mocktails 4.30-
6.00pm. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our bible study classes are held on the first and third Sundays of each month. The 
upcoming ones will be 20th September, and the next one being 4th October — 
10:00-10:45 am in West Gatehouse; 12:30-1:30 pm in Mitchell Chapel. Teacher: 
Rev Dr Hedy Hung. Come as you are. 
 

CONCERT HELP NEEDED 
 
Our concert season is restarting, and we are looking for a few more people to 
help. As a volunteer you will help the beadle with opening toilets in the gatehouse, 
staffing the shop, and tidying up. You’ll get to enjoy the concert as well! 
If you’re interested, contact Shona Mutch stewardship@stmachar.com or the office 
office@stmachar.com 01224 485988 or speak to one of the elders and they can 
introduce you to someone who has helped before.  
Concert dates: 

Saturday 19 Sept - Candlelight 
Saturday 17 Oct - Big noise 
Saturday 31 Oct - Candlelight 
Saturday 7 Nov - Candlelight 
Saturday 21 Nov - Candlelight 

Plus Scottish ensemble, Aberdeen University, Rock Choir, and more in December. 
 

COACH OUTING TO KEMNAY HOUSE 
 
The annual joint coach outing arranged for Old Aberdeen Heritage Society and 
the Friends of St Machar's Cathedral takes place on Saturday 26th September. 
The visit will be to Kemnay House, the home of the Burnetts of Kemnay for some 
three hundred years, where there will be a guided tour. We will then go on to the 
Loaves and Fishes cafe at the Bennachie Centre for afternoon tea. There should 
be a few places left on the coach for the visit, at a cost of £35 per person.  If you 
are interested in joining the trip, please email  Alan Grant on 
a.bryce.grant47@gmail.com for further details. 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 20th SEPTEMBER 
 

Sunday 20th Sept is the last day this year we have cruise liners in Aberdeen. 
There are 2 ships in port so we will be busier than usual in the Cathedral. As usual 
there will be no buses arriving between 10.30 and 12.30. We have sent a 
reminder to the tour organisers. It might be a little busier in the Chanonry between 
9.30 and 10.30 with buses turning outside the gatehouses. Some of the buses will 
stop on St Machar’s Drive and their passengers will walk up the Chanonry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST GEORGE’S COMMUNITY GROUP 
 

We have been working in partnership with the St George's Community Group to 
ensure a community led future for the former church building. During 2026 we 
have been working together towards the community group purchasing the 
building. The group is ably led by Lynn Cunningham as project co-ordinator and 
Neil Cooney as Chairperson of their Board. We are delighted that we have been 
able to begin midweek worship services in St George's, as well as be involved in 
community connections. Together we have been using our best resources to 
continue supporting those in need. If you feel you are able to contribute to their 
fundraising efforts, please offer what you can. 
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