5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.
7 Where can | go from your spirit?
Or where can | flee from your presence?
8 If | ascend to heaven, you are there;
if | make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9 If | take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the seaq,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11 If | say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my thoughts.
24 See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

EPISTLE READING — Romans 8:12-25

SONG
Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all.

Son of God who leadsus to freedom: glo-ry to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

The choir sings:

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness;

you are the Word who leads us into light;

you are the Word who brings us through the desert:
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

All sing refrain:
Praise to you...

GOSPEL READING — Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

after the reading:

For the Word of God in Scripture;
for the Word of God among us;
for the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 268 — O God of Bethel
SERMON
MUSIC FOR CONTEMPLATION

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried:
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF OFFERING

(you are invited to remain standing)

Grateful for your generous providing, O Lord,
we present these our offerings.
With these gifts we renew our vocation:

to speak and to act so God’s gospel is known,

to live and to work so God’s justice is done,

to love and to serve so God’s world is blessed.
By your Spirit strengthen us in our calling, we pray.
Amen.



The choir then sings:
Through our lives and by our prayers, your Kingdom come

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name:
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

INTIMATIONS
HYMN 473 — ‘Thy Kingdom Come!’ — on bended knee
BENEDICTION AND SUNG AMEN
RECESSIONAL
The Cebell — Henry Purcell (c.1659—1695)

* * *

You are invited to stay for coffee and tea served in the side aisle after the service!

If you are able to contribute to our offering today, you can do so in these ways: the
large plate at the door as you arrive or leave; on the card machines near the door;
with a standing order from your bank to ours. If you are a taxpayer, we would be
glad for you to sign a gift aid declaration which gives us an additional 25% on your
offering at no extra cost to you. There is no pressure to give, only an invitation to be
part of the work, worship, and mission of our church as you are able. We are
grateful for all you bring to the community and life of this special place.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Trumpet Voluntary — William Goodwin (18t century)
Gymnopédie — Eric Satie (1866-1925), arr. Brian Hesford (1930-96)

BIDDING PRAYER

WELCOME

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 233 — Come, you thankful people come

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION

During which we sing:
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Choir: Lord have mer — cy
Congregation: Lord have mer — cy

ALL AGES TALK
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Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer— c?
Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer — cy

HYMN 97 — O God, you search me and you know me

OLD TESTAMENT READING — Genesis: 28:10-19a

PSALM 139: 1-12, 23-24

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.

3 You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

O LORD, you know it completely.

(cont.)



