By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,

O God of our salvation;

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth

and of the farthest seas.

By your strength you established the mountains;

you are girded with might.

You silence the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.

Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs;

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.

You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.

You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;

your wagon tracks overflow with richness.

The pastures of the wilderness overflow,

the hills gird themselves with joy,

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,

the valleys deck themselves with grain,

they shout and sing together for joy.

EPISTLE READING — Romans 8:1-11

SONG

Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all.

Son of God who leadsus to freedom: glo-ry to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

The choir sings:

You are the one whom prophets hoped and longed for;
you are the one who speaks to us today;

you are the one who leads us to our future:

glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

All sing refrain:
Praise to you...

GOSPEL READING — Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

after the reading:

For the Word of God in Scripture;
for the Word of God among us;
for the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God.

HYMN 451 — Where high the heavenly temple stands
SERMON
MUSIC FOR CONTEMPLATION

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried:
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF OFFERING

(you are invited to remain standing)

Grateful for your generous providing, O Lord,
we present these our offerings.
With these gifts we renew our vocation:

to speak and to act so God’s gospel is known,

to live and to work so God’s justice is done,

to love and to serve so God’s world is blessed.
By your Spirit strengthen us in our calling, we pray.
Amen.



The choir then sings:
Through our lives and by our prayers, your Kingdom come

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name:
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

INTIMATIONS
HYMN 237 — Look forward in faith
BENEDICTION AND SUNG AMEN
RECESSIONAL
Finale alla Fuga — Frederick W Holloway (1873-1954)

* * *

You are invited to stay for coffee and tea served in the side aisle after the service!

If you are able to contribute to our offering today, you can do so in these ways: the
large plate at the door as you arrive or leave; on the card machines near the door;
with a standing order from your bank to ours. If you are a taxpayer, we would be
glad for you to sign a gift aid declaration which gives us an additional 25% on your
offering at no extra cost to you. There is no pressure to give, only an invitation to be
part of the work, worship, and mission of our church as you are able. We are
grateful for all you bring to the community and life of this special place.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
ORGAN PRELUDE
Trumpet Tune — William Boyce (c.1710-79)
Air in Bb — Anon.
BIDDING PRAYER
WELCOME
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 122 — God whose almighty word

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION

During which we sing:
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Choir: Lord have mer — cy Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer —cy
Congregation: Lord have mer — cy Christ have mer — cy Lord have mer — cy

ALL AGES TALK

HYMN 175 — Praise, | will praise you Lord
OLD TESTAMENT READING — Isaiah 55: 10-13
PSALM 65: 1-13

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed,
O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come.

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions.
Happy are those whom you choose

and bring near to live in your courts.

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,

your holy temple.

(cont.)
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