
EMERGENCY FIRST AID 
 

Did you know we have a defibrillator? Recently a group of 12 staff and 
volunteers undertook Emergency First Aid training, and part of this training now 
includes a briefing on how to use a defibrillator. Ours is located by the shop, just 
by the stairs to the gallery. When you use it, it speaks clear instructions on how to 
do this safely. They are positioned all over the country in accessible places and 
really can help save a life.     
 

CHRISTIAN AID PRAYERS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
Every 24th day of the month Christian Aid meet online at 7-8pm to pray for 
peace in the Middle East. Supported by partners and friends of Christian Aid, this 
hour once a month pledges solidarity towards peace in this territory marred by 
conflict. If you would like to join the monthly prayer meeting, please sign up on the 
Christian Aid Scotland website. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/prayers-for-peace 

  

 

PRAYERS FOR PEACE 

 

We continue to meet for 20 minutes of collective silent prayer in the Mitchel 
Chapel every Friday at 12 noon. In these times of conflict and anxiety across the 

world, we are reminded peace lives within us and is for sharing with all. 

 

ST STEPHENS PARISH CHURCH HALL 
Powis Place, Aberdeen AB25 3TS 

 
Mondays - new dance class for 55+, 10.30-11.30 - £20.00 per month 

Tuesdays – Chair Pilates (with props) - 11.00-12.00 - £6.00/class payable monthly  

Wednesdays- Chatterbox - drop in cafe 10am-12noon 

 

OLDMACHAR 

 

Fridays - Community Cafe 10am-12noon.  Adults £4.00 Children £2.00 which includes 

unlimited tea, coffee and snacks. 

 

1st Saturday of every month - Ladies breakfast 9-10.30am - a relaxed friendly breakfast 

with a guest speaker chatting for a short while. 

 

St Machar’s Cathedral 
Sunday 28th June 2026 

SERVICES 

Sunday 5th  July 2026      11am - Morning Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
    6pm - Evening Worship with Michael Mair 
 
Sunday 12th July 2026    11am - Morning Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
    6pm - Evening Worship with Rev Michael Mair    
 
Sunday 19th July 2026     11am - Morning Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
    6pm - Evening Worship with Rev Michael Mair 
 

             

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Office (Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri am): 01224 485988 – office@stmachar.com 

Minister: Rev Sarah Brown – sarah.brown@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Associate Minister: Rev Michael Mair – mmair@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk:  sessionclerk@stmachar.com 

 

    *** CATHEDRAL EVENTS and CONCERTS***  

 
Rev Sarah Brown will be on study leave, followed by annual leave between 
3rd and 27th July. Rev Michael Mair will be leading worship and available for any 
pastoral care needs during this time. As Alan Grant completes his time in the role 
of the Session Clerk, we have not yet found an appropriate successor. Duties fall 
to the minister, and we have a couple of willing volunteers to support with 
administration duties, along with sharing out some tasks Alan undertook that are 
not part of the Session Clerk role. Please continue to pray for the right people or 
person to take on these duties in the future. 

 
CHURCH PICNIC 

 
Join us on today in Seaton Park for the St. Machar's Church Picnic. Hope you’ve 
remembered to bring a blanket and your lunch!!  

 
BIBLE STUDY  

 
Our bible study classes have started again and will now take place on the first 
and third Sundays of each month.   The next one will be on Sunday 5th July - 
10:00-10:45 am at the West Gatehouse; 12:30-1:30 pm in the Mitchel Chapel. All 
welcome.  
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SAVE THE DATE – BOOK SALE 2nd-5th SEPTEMBER 

 
An advance notice: we will be holding a Second-Hand Book Sale in early 
September, leading up to Doors Open Day on 5th September. This will be an 
excellent opportunity for you to recycle books, quality magazines and Board 
Games, while at the same time purchasing other people's volumes at a bargain 
price, with all proceedings in aid of the two Nominated Charities, Sight Savers 
International and the Tilly and STAR Community Flats. 
Please don't take in books yet as we want to keep the storage period to a 
minimum. We will let you know. Meantime, please note the date for your diaries. 

 
ASYLUM SEEKERS COFFEE AFTERNOONS 

 
As you will be aware, the former student accommodation at Don Street has been 
repurposed to accommodate over 100 Asylum seekers who moved in before 
Christmas. In partnership with other churches, we have been looking at ways to 
welcome these strangers in our midst and to help them feel part of our community 
for as long as they are with us.  
As part of that effort, we will be holding tea and coffee sessions in the Dunbar 
Street Hall on alternate Tuesday afternoons. Our next session will be on Tuesday 
7th July from 2pm. We are looking for volunteers to help with this. If this interests 
you and you can offer a couple of hours on a Tuesday afternoon, say once a 
month or thereby, please speak to the Session Clerk for more details. 
 

HOW DO YOU BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR CHURCH? 
 
If you have been a member of the Church of Scotland or another denomination, 
you can become a member by submitting your name to the Kirk Session and the 
process is one of administration, adding your name to our roll. 
If you have never been baptised or made a public profession of faith, we offer 
an opportunity to spend some time reflecting on your faith journey. During this 
time, we share learning about our worship, governance and practices, as well as 
your own experience of God and what it means to follow Jesus. The time is very 
much shaped by your conversation and questions.  
We will run another series of new members classes soon. This is also a lovely way 
to get to know others in the congregation if you don't know many people and 
would like to become more involved in our community. There are no expectations 
of outcome, if you are simply exploring what this might mean for you right now. 
Please contact Katelyn in the office if you are interested in coming along. 
 

WELCOME! 
 

A warm welcome to Katelyn Sherwood our new administrator. Katelyn will be in 
the church office each weekday morning. We are excited to have her join our 
team. She is studying for her master’s in Publishing Studies at Stirling University 
and originally hails from California. 

 
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 

 

The next meeting of the Woman’s Book Group will be on 
Wednesday 8th July at 6.30pm in the Snug at Ma Cameron’s and 
new members are very welcome. This month’s book is “Tokyo 
Express” by Andrew O’Hagan. 
For further information, please contact the Cathedral office. 

 
THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC! 

 

This is our last Sunday with the full choir until September. Our choral scholars have 
completed their term, and many are heading home for the summer. A special 
thank you to Zak, Connie and Jillian as we say goodbye as they move on to 
pastures new. We have loved having you as part of our church community and 
hope you keep in touch and come back and visit any time. 
We wish to offer our gratitude to all the choir members for their part in making 
our worship service so uplifting, their dedication to attending Thursday and 
Sunday rehearsals and their willingness to be a part of the community here at St 
Machar and to our Director of Music Stuart, others who step into conducting and 
organ roles when requested and to those behind the scenes making sure uniforms 
and music are all in order. Thank you! 
 

THANK YOU, CAROL! 
 

This is Carol's last Sunday in post, as she looks forward to more time to travel in 
her retirement.  Carol, we are so grateful for your diligent, hard work, always 
willing to step up and do a bit extra when needed. We will miss you in the church 
office but are glad you will still be involved here in the years ahead. Thanks for 
everything! 
 

THANK YOU, ALAN! 
 

Today we mark the end of Alan Grant's 14 years of service as Session Clerk. Alan 
has spent almost half of his time in the role while the church has been in vacancy, 
or ministers have been off with ill health. He has offered a huge amount of his 
time and dedication to this role, often being the first line of contact on many 
matters. Alan has brought a pastoral care to the whole congregation and a 
willingness to be available for any task needed. We thank you for all your 
service to our Church and Kirk Session, Alan. We are very grateful. 
 

NEW TOILETS 
The Kirk Session is currently prioritising the need for more toilets in the cathedral. 
Along with options for where and how this might be done, these changes will 
affect other spaces and their current uses. We are establishing a working group 
to drive this development project and will also be engaging in a wider 
congregational and community consultation for this work. If you are interested in 



being part of this, please send Sarah an email and she will be in touch to discuss 

your input after her time away from the parish. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mini-Pipe Organ 
Building Session: 

Floral Magic with 
Jam Jars: 



 
 
 

ORGAN RECITAL 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Migration Policy Scotland (MPS) are a small independent charity working to build 
a better migration future for everyone. We are currently conducting a research 
project about how people in Scotland are experiencing changing ethnic diversity 
in the places where they live.   
  

The research interviews will ask people from Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Fife about 
their experiences and feelings about changing diversity in their area. We need to 
recruit a diverse group of people to take part in this research and the research 
will look at how experiences differ between recently-arrived migrants (who 
moved to Scotland within the last few years), longer-established migrants (living in 
Scotland 5 years or longer) and people who have lived in Scotland all their lives 
(including white Scots). We are particularly interested in hearing from people who 
live in Woodside, Seaton, Tillydrone and Rosemount. 
  
MPS will use this research to support the development of new initiatives to bring 
people together in positive ways including through shared use of community 
spaces, public facilities and local services. 
  



If you are interested in taking part, please contact Peer Researcher Brenna on 
email bettermixing.bq@gmail.com. 
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